
School Closings 
 
 
The decision to close schools due to inclement weather is usually controversial 
and very rarely pleases everyone.  

First and foremost, safety of our children and staff is the overriding factor in any 
decision whether to close schools or not.  

Ideally, the decision on closing should be made the night before; and if the 
information is available, that is when the decision will be made and appropriate 
notification provided as early as possible. Frequently, however, the weather turns 
during the night and a decision cannot be made until very early in the morning. 
Throughout the night, information is exchanged between and among various city 
agencies, the weather bureau, transportation departments, and other school 
corporations. A very elaborate communications system is in place and is 
triggered as early as 2 a.m. The final decision is usually made by 5 a.m., and that 
decision will be made by the superintendent on the basis of all available 
information provided by that time. 

The serious problem occurs when the weather turns for the worse after 5 a.m. By 
that time, our vehicles are beginning to move and the notification process would 
be too late for parents to make other arrangements, especially those who are 
employed. In many cases, the problems that are created as a result of a late 
notification are far more serious than those that occur when school is kept open 
even in bad weather. 

There are questions about why South Bend does not have delayed starts, and 
that is simply because the Corporation is too large and the transportation 
problems related to routing do not give us that alternative. In addition, there is no 
way we can close early after school has started because of the busing problems 
and also because too many of our young children would be left unattended. 

Although the decision is ultimately the superintendent's to make, please 
understand that it is based on information gathered from a variety of sources and 
from individuals who are out on the streets assessing the situation from every 
conceivable aspect. We hope you will agree with whatever that decision may be. 

  

 

 



PLEASE LISTEN TO THE LOCAL RADIO AND TELEVISION STATIONS FOR 
INFORMATION ON SCHOOL CLOSINGS, OR CHECK OUR WEBSITE AT 
WWW.SBCSC.K12.IN.US  

WSBT-TV 22 
WNDU-TV 16 
WSJV-TV (FOX 28) 
 

WSBT 960 AM/101.5 FM  website:  www.wsbt.com 

WNDU 1490 AM/92.9 FM  website:  www.wndu.com 

WRBR 103.9 FM  website:  www.wrbr.com 

WBYT 100.7 FM   

WHME 103.1 FM  website:  www.whme.com 

WAUS 90.7 FM   

WHPZ 96.9 FM   

WAOR 95.3 FM  website:  www.waor.com 

WNIL 1290 AM   

WETL 91.7 FM   

WZOW 97.7 FM   

WGTC 102.3 FM   

WFRN 104.7 FM/1270 AM  website:  www.wfrn.com 

WUBS 89.7 FM   
 


